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The research study conducted in Medak district during 2009-10,
respondents from selected twelve villages, revealed that 30.83, 20.00, 17.50, 16.67 and
15.00 per cent of the respondents had very low, low, medium, high and very high level of
extent of participation respectively. Among the variables under study, education of the
respondents was found to be positively and significantly correlated with extent of
participation of listeners (at 5 percent level of probability) while age, experience in
farming (at 5 percent level of probability) and socio-politico participation (at 1 percent
level of probability) were negatively and significantly correlated.

involving 120

Introduction

A community radio station is one that is
operated in the community, for the
community, about the community and by the
community. Community Radio will prove
most effective as it can easily cover a wider
range of areas as well as diversified audience.

Besides, experiments with community radio in
many parts of India and abroad have proved it
to be the cheapest and the strongest medium
for fulfilling communication gap between the
community and the Government. It is one of
the cheapest mode of mass media, can reach
the masses against the barriers like illiteracy,
poverty and space limit and can bring social
change.

The Sangham community based radio station
licensed to Deccan Development Society
(NGO) in Andhra Pradesh was launched on
15™ October, 2008 in Machnoor village,
Medak district and was switched on at
11.00am.

Sangham radio broadcasts on 90.4MHz. The
basic idea behind the station is to reach the
farmers to address their problems and transfer
technologies. The station has become the
platform for the languages, voices and views
of local farmers and addresses all the issues
concerning farmers as well as farming.

Hence, an attempt has been made to study the
extent of participation by respondents in
Sangham community radi progrmmes.
Materials and Methods
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The research study was conducted in Medak
district during 2009-10. The Sangham
Community Radio covers 4 mandals in Medak
district namely Zaheerabad, Jharasangam,
Raikode and Nyalkal. From each mandal,
three villages were selected at random by
following sequential systematic random
sampling method. Thus a total of twelve
villages were selected for the study. Ten
respondents from each village were selected
randomly using lottery method, thus making a

total of 120 respondents. The profile
characteristics of respondents, viz., age,
education,  occupation, land  holding,

experience in farming, house-hold, utilization
of information  sources, socio—politico
participation, time spent in house hold
activities and traditional media exposure were
undertaken for the study. The data were
collected by interviewing, the respondents
with the help of a pre-tested structured
interview schedule developed for the purpose.
The data collected from the respondents was
scored, tabulated and analyzed by using
suitable statistical tools such as frequency and
percentage, arithmetic mean, class interval and
correlation coefficient.

Correlation coefficient: This measure was
used to find the relation between the scores of
independent variable (x) and the scores of
dependent variable (y) of the study.
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Where

r = Co-efficient of correlation between x and y
2x = Sum of scores of variable x

2y = Sum of scores of variable y

¥x% = Sum of squares of x variable

*y* = Sum of squares of y variable

(=x)? = Square of sum of variable x
(Zy)? = Square of sum of variable y

>xy = Sum of product of variable x and y
n = Size of sample

Finally, the appropriate inferences were drawn
at each level of interventions to arrive at the
final results.

Results and Discussion

It was observed from Table 1 that 30.83 per
cent of the respondents had very low level of
extent of participation whereas 20.00, 17.50,
16.67 and 15.00 per cent of the respondents
had low, medium, high and very high level of
extent of participation respectively. The
reason for having very low level of extent of
participation is that may be due to majority of
the respondents main occupation is cultivation
and are small, marginal and landless and are
women. So, they spend most of the time in
farm activities and house hold activities.
Illiteracy among the respondents also a
problem for them to participate in
development of the programmes. Probably
even low remuneration and own transport
arrangements may be other reasons resulting
in very low participation in community radio
programmes.

Among the variables under study, age was
positively and significantly correlated with
extent of participation of respondents and
while age, experience in farming and socio-
politico participation were negatively and
significantly correlated.

As education of the respondents increases
their extent of participation also increases,
respondents who were having education they
participated effectively at all the stages of
development of community radio progrmmes
than illiterates (Table 2).
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Table.1 Extent of participation by community radio listeners in the community radio
programmes

Extent of participation

Very low
Low
Medium
High
Very high

(n=120)

37
24
21
20

18 15.00

. JTotal ____]120 ___]100.00

Table.2 Relationship between profile characteristics and extent of participation of respondents

* Note: Significant at 5 per cent of level of significance

** Note: Significant at 1 per cent of level of significance

NS Non — significance

Probably those who are literate could able to
read and rehearse the programme content
before recording. Therefore, education of the
respondents was positively correlated with the
extent of participation, as education increases
their extent of participation also increases.
Age of the respondents had negative and
significant relationship with extent of
participation of respondents. This may be due
to majority of young age respondents are
more active and interested to participate in

S. Variable | Independent variables Correlation
No coefficient (r

X1 Age
X2 Education
) X3 Occupation
. X3a Primary occupation
X3b Primary + Secondary occupation

X4 Land holding
X5 Experience in farming
T X6 House hold
X7 Utilization of information sources
T 8 Socio—politico participation
X9a Time spent in house hold activities

X9b Time spent in farm activities

X9¢ Time spent in economic activities

X9d Leisure time

community radio programmes than middle
and old age respondents.

Experience in farming of the respondents had
negative and significant relationship with
extent of participation of respondents. more
experienced farmers may be busily engaged
in farming activities than low experienced
farmers. And also young farmers found to
participate more in community radio
programmes.
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Socio-politico participation of the respondents
negatively correlated with the extent of
participation of the respondents. Probably the
reason for this may be members of socio—
political organizations may not have time to
participate in other activities.

Profile characteristics of respondents in
relation to their extent of participation in
community radio programmes indicted that
among the variables under study, education of
the respondents was found to be positively
and significantly correlated with extent of
participation while age, experience in farming
and  socio-politico  participation  were
negatively and  exhibit  significantly
contributed towards the extent of participation
of respondents. Findings of the study may be
utilized by the extension agencies, policy
makers, non-Government organizations and
other similar organizations for community
mobilization.  This  offers  tremendous

opportunity for use of electronic media in
disseminating information. So, community
radio has been acclaimed to be the most
effective and cheapest media for diffusing the
scientific knowledge to masses.
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